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4. Reports from IYM 
 
 
 
 
 
 UPCOMING EVENTS 
Please see the meeting website at www.oakparkfriends.org for further 
information. 
 
Windows and Mirrors Exhibit, June 29 - July 23, AFSC sponsored art exhibit 
on Afghanistan  http://www.afsc.org/project/windows-and-mirrors   

Friends General Conference Sunday, July 3-9 Part conference, part family 
camp, fantastic program for kids and teens, Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa 
www.fgcquaker.org. Registration is beginning.  

 
Camp Woodbrooke, Richland, Wisconsin, ages 7-15, two or four week 
sessions, www.campwoodbrooke.org  
 

Friends Music Camp, July 11-Aug 8, at Olney Friends School, Barnesville, 
Ohio, ages 10-18, two or four week sessions www.friendsmusiccamp.org 
 
Silent Retreat, October 14 - 16 -   In association with Evanston Meeting at 
Menno Haven 
 
Day in Our Village Report, June 5th 2011 
Submitted by Wil Rutt 
 
We shared a booth with Ten Thousand Villages and both promoted the idea of 
making Oak Park a Fair Trade Village.  Almost a dozen persons signed up to help 
develop the presentation to the Village government this Fall.  Many persons 
stopped and inquired about the Meeting, some of them indicating they would like 
to attend.  For the kids and teens, they helped form a colorful chain with the 
Quaker principles printed on the links. 
 
Feedback from the participants was positive and all thought we should seriously 
consider a booth again next year.  Perhaps we should have more examples of 
Quaker literature and organizations. We should develop some sort of take home 
for kids,  It was recommended that we get a new banner if we still can’t locate the 
old one and that persons staffing the table should be more assertive in initiating 
contact with the many persons who visited the booth. 
 
A special thank you to Jim Holmes for his leadership in setting up  the booth and a 
special thanks to the Village for providing us a location with a large exposure to 
hundred of persons 
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The Clearness Committe 
Submitted by Wil Rut 
 
The following excerpt from an essay by Parker J. Palmer will be reprinted in 
sections in this newsletter in coming months.  This is the second installment: 
 
The Clearness Committee 
A Communal Approach To Discernment 
by Parker J. Palmer 
 
Behind the Clearness Committee is a simple but crucial conviction: each of us has 
an inner teacher, a voice of truth, that offers the guidance and power we need to 
deal with our problems. But that inner voice is often garbled by various kinds of 
inward and outward interference. The function of the Clearness Committee is not 
to give advice or "fix" people from the outside in but rather to help people remove 
the interference so that they can discover their own wisdom from the inside out. If 
we do not believe in the reality of inner wisdom, the Clearness Committee can 
become an opportunity for manipulation. But if we respect the power of the inner 
teacher, the Clearness Committee can be a remarkable way to help someone 
name and claim his or her deepest truth. 
The Clearness Committee's work is guided by some simple but crucial rules and 
understandings. Among them, of course, is the rule that the process is 
confidential. When it is over, committee members will not speak with others about 
what was said and, equally important, will not speak with the focus person about 
the problem unless he or she requests a conversation. 
 
Normally, the person who seeks clearness (the "focus person") chooses his or her 
committee, with five or six trusted people who embrace as much diversity among 
them as possible in age, background, gender, and so on. 
 
The focus person writes up his or her issue in three to five pages and sends this 
document to members of the committee in advance of the meeting. There are 
three sections to this write-up: a concise statement of the problem, a recounting of 
relevant background factors that may bear on the problem, and an exploration of 
any hunches the focus person may have about what's on the horizon regarding 
the problem. Most people find that by writing a statement of this sort, they are 
taking their first step toward inner clarity.  
More at http://www.couragerenewal.org/parker/writings/clearness-committee 
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Reports From Illinois Yearly Meeting 
Several people offered their impressions of Illinois Yearly Meeting: 
 
Report from Illinois Yearly Meeting – 2011 
 
Pam Timme - The Illinois Yearly Meeting (ILYM) annual gathering was held from 
Wednesday, June 15th through Sunday, June 19th at the beautiful ILYM 
meetinghouse and grounds near McNabb, Illinois, about one hundred and ten 
miles southwest of Chicago.  
 
ILYM is a regional entity, consisting of meetings in Illinois and parts of Indiana, 
Missouri and Wisconsin.  Issues from the individual meetings which affect the 
region as a whole are rolled up to ILYM and addressed at the annual sessions.  
There are also meetings for worship, speakers, workshops, square dancing on the 
lawn, field trips for kids, talent shows, etc.  Everyone pitches in on the chores.  
There is a campground and six cabins across the road from the meetinghouse, 
and as of this year there is lodging in the farmhouse next door, which was 
purchased last year by ILYM and renovated.  In addition, there are many motels in 
the area. 
 
Seven OPFM Friends attended ILYM this year – Adrian, Helen, Judy, Mary and 
her daughter Heidi, Pam, and Valerie.   
 
Here is a summary of the activities this year: 
 
2011 Theme:  “As Way Opens:  Discerning Our Path Forward in the Light” 
 
Meeting for Worship:  every morning, with memorials read on Saturday, and 
epistles (reports) given by each of the children’s groups and for the meeting as a 
whole on Sunday. 
 
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business:  sessions held Wednesday 
through Saturday.  A number of topics were discussed, including site envisioning, 
finances and reports from committees. 
 
Speakers:  
 Wednesday night – Mary Garman, a writer and professor at Earlham 
College.  The title of her talk was, “‘If it brings you into trouble, it will bring you out 
again’: The paradoxes of being a Quietly Rambunctious Quaker.”  She discussed 
the stories of several risk-taking Quakers over the centuries. 
 Saturday night – Vanessa Julye, a Friend from Central Philadelphia Monthly 
Meeting and coordinator for the Friends General Conference’s Committee on 
Nurturing Ministries, Ministry on Racism.  She spoke on the need to provide a 
welcoming and inclusive environment at Friends meetings for people of color.  To 
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illustrate her point, she used a story of Mr. Elephant going to Mr. Giraffe’s house 
for a visit, and the difficulties he encounter fitting in. 
 Sunday morning – the Plummer Lecture is a tradition dating back many 
years where an ILYM Friend tells the story of their spiritual journey.  The Plummer 
Lecture this year was given by Dick Ashdown of Clear Creek Meeting. 
 
Workshops:  workshops were held outside, in circles of chairs under trees or in 
large open tents.  Some of the topics were: what it means to hold someone in the 
Light, aging, prison issues, record keeping at meeting, and a movement workshop 
called “Embodying Light.”   
 
Other activities: 
 Thursday night - Creative Gifts night - featured original music, poems and a 
dramatic presentation, including contributions from OPFM friends.  Brad Laird read 
several of Tom Forsythe’s poems from a book of his poems, Man with Heart, 
edited by Marti Matthews.  Tom was Marti Matthews’ husband and an OPFM 
Friend who died in 1996.  Pam Timme also read a poem about the 
interconnectedness between Friends and the ILYM meetinghouse. 
 Friday night – Square dancing on the lawn, followed by watermelon.  
Saturday afternoon - Variety show – always a light-hearted time.  OPFM 
participants this year were Heidi Pikul, who performed a ballet to the Pachabel 
Canon and Helen Dickinson, who played the flute.  Following the variety show was 
an open house and cake at the newly-renovated Clear Creek House. 
 Children’s activities – included planned morning programs,  special guest 
storyteller, Oba William King, a hayride, marshmallows around the campfire, a 
service project, and assorted field trips.     
   
Random quotes and events: 
Noel Pavlovic, Environmental Concerns Committee, envisioned the ILYM grounds 
as becoming “an island refuge for wildlife and the Spirit.” 
Neil Mesner, Clear Creek Meeting, "Anything worth doing takes more than a 
lifetime." 
From the Duneland Meeting State of Society Report:  “We were reminded that 
most people feel most welcome when they have a role in the community in which 
they can make a contribution.” 
From the Oshkosh Meeting State of Society Report:  “The unity of a meeting is a 
thing of ebbs and flows.  Even when agreement on a principle is reached, how that 
principle applies and is applied to our lives and issues has wide degrees of 
separation within any organization – even Meeting.  Recognition of this has 
caused a marked improvement in our charity towards others, especially since we 
are each deeply involved with family members who have problems and are often 
not members of the Society of Friends.  We have each had many separate 
personal crises that enabled us to practice our faith.  Some took more practice 
than others.” 
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From the Ireland Yearly Meeting epistle:  “A friend is one to whom you can pour 
out the contents of your heart, chaff and grain alike, knowing that the gentlest of 
hands will take and sift it, keep what is worth keeping, and with a breath of 
kindness, blow the rest away.” 
Paul Buckley, ILYM Field Secretary, discussing Facebook, said that “social 
networks are the meetinghouse signs of the 21st century.”  He urged meetings to 
“Put out your signboards!” 
Earlybirds who got up at 6:15 a.m. to go on a birdwatching walk saw a cardinal’s 
nest with three speckled eggs, low in a bush. 
And finally, there was a huge and lovely peach-colored full moon the first evening 
of ILYM, followed by a light rain.  A group of teens who had gone for a walk had 
the magical experience of seeing a moonbow – a night rainbow! 
 

*** 
 
Heidi Pikul - I like yearly meeting because it is really fun and you get to do lots of 
fun things and you can wear summer clothes and there's also a variety show. And 
I meet new friends.  
 

*** 
 
Mary Pikul - I enjoyed seeing new friends and reconnecting with old friends who 
I've known for many years.  
They are still as inspiring to me as they were 20 years ago. 
We stayed at the Clear Creek House which we thought was really 
comfortable. Although on our last night, our room was invaded by ants! We still 
slept soundly anyway. 
I participated in a couple of Worship Sharings, and felt that each one (for me) was 
inspiring and thought-provoking.  
I helped the children with their service project in which they put together bags of 
supplies for boys and girls to be delivered to the Red Cross. 
Heidi had opportunities to grow spiritually in fun, child-friendly ways. I thought her 
teacher, Meredith George from Evanston did a wonderful job with her group, and I  
am really grateful for her and all the teachers' time.  But I have to admit that I really 
like that Heidi gets to experience a little bit of old-fashioned childhood that I had:  
the freedom to run around (while not in the children's program) in instructured play 
in a safe area -- sort of like Spanky and the gang.  When I watch her and her new 
friends play imaginately and carefree, I think it is the best spiritual fuel. 
And of course, we have our favorites: dancing on the lawn and the variety show.   
Heidi danced a beautiful ballet to Pachabel Cannon.  She had heard the song only 
3 times before (she corrected me - i thought it was once). She danced beautifully, 
and each time I watch her, I am amazed at her talent for such a young age. 
We left this year as we did last with Heidi already counting the days until the next 
ILYM. 
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*** 
 

Adrian Fisher - Friday Evening at ILYM: Square Dancing 
 
On Friday evening I was sitting on the porch steps of the Meeting House watching 
the square dancing. Dusk was descending, the lightning bugs and stars were 
coming out, and the porch lights had been turned on, if nothing else so the 
musicians could see. The dances made moving shapes, and dancers of all ages 
wheeled around the circles, or pairs came up through a double line, turned and 
went back down the outside. As the dance went on, each dancer briefly appeared 
in front of me in the light: some I knew, some not so well, some not at all. Each 
one appeared, with an expression happy, serious, intent, or thoughtful—the 
dances required concentration—and then they’d move back around the circle or 
back down the line, back into the dusk.  
 
And as each appeared, each with his or her own distinctive way of moving—fast, 
slow, graceful, or humorous—I felt the “motion of love” that I once read about in 
some Quaker literature, I forget where, but there it was, as though the dance—the 
dance’s motion and the music—was creating that motion of love and holding us all 
within it, and I felt love for each dancer as an individual and also for all of us, 
everyone who was there, and that feeling expanded outward in the dusk to include 
all the people who weren’t there, living and dead, whom I knew or others knew or 
knew about or whose words we had heard or read, as though it wasn’t really me 
feeling it, it was just there, called into being by the dance, as the shapes of the 
dances wheeled like the stars wheel above our heads, as the music circled around 
on itself, and as time itself wheeled on in its eternal motion. 
 

 
Helen playing flute at the variety show 
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Mary and Heidi at ILYM 

 
 

 

 

Heidi dancing at the variety show 
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QUERY QUOTATIONS 
Rooted in the history of Friends, queries reflect the Quaker way of life, reminding 
Friends of the ideals we seek to attain.  We approach queries as a guide, using 
them not as an outward set of rules, but as a framework within which we assess 
our convictions and examine prayerfully the direction of our lives and the life of 
the community.  Here are a few selections from Faith and Practice, published in 
1997 by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends: 

Social Responsibility and Witness 
How does our Meeting work: 
- to overcome social, legal, economic, and political injustices, locally and in the 
wider world? 
- for the funding of community services that does not rely on gaming income? 
Does our Meeting serve the community through action on concerns for civic 
improvement? What actions are we taking to assure everyone equal access to 
education, health care, legal services, housing, and employment as well as 
equal opportunities in business and in the professions? 
When a member has lifted up a concern, how does our Meeting respond? 
Does our Meeting encourage those seeking clearness for their convictions of 
conscience to hold up such convictions with prayerful openness to the Light? 
Am I mindful of how my lifestyle and my investments can contribute to the 
improvement of the human condition, or to the exploitation of others? 
Am I open to seeking clearness on matters of conscience and to assisting 
others in doing so? How do I respond and support one who acts out of a clear 
leading when I am under the weight of another? 
What am I doing to work for the betterment of my community to assure the 
maintenance of effective public services which do not rely on funding from 
gaming? 
Do I fulfill my civic responsibilities when they do not conflict with divine leadings? 
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AND IN CONCLUSION… 
 
 
As Way Opens 
  
I don’t need to see the whole way forward, 
the vistas, the pinnacles,  
the treacherous ravines. 
 
Illuminate the next step only, 
like the lantern backwash to our feet 
at the camp we went to when the kids were small 
and we went searching for our tent 
after the moon had set. 

 
     ~ Pamela Timme 


